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THANK YOU

The Orphan Sponsorship Program (OSP) is a 
committee of the Muslim Students’ Association at 
UofT, aiming to raise funds and awareness for 
orphans across the globe for a better life and a 
brighter future. 

The Orphan Sponsorship Program sponsors 
children through Human Concern International, 
Islamic Relief Canada, and ICNA Relief Canada, with 
100% of all proceeds going towards sponsoring 
orphans, covering the costs of their basic necessities 
which include expenses for education, health, food 
and shelter. 

Over the last 12 years the Orphan Sponsorship 
Program has fundraised over $1,000,000. OSP 
currently sponsors 174 orphans from 23 different 
countries.
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The Orphan Sponsorship Program was the very first club I 
joined when I first came to the University of Toronto. As a matter 
of fact, I attended my first OSP club meeting (which involved 
bubble tea, in typical MSA fashion) before even attending my 
first UofT class! Ever since that meeting, OSP has held a very 
special place in my heart. 

I started out as an associate in my first year, watching the 
way the club was run, learning from previous leaders about the 
mission and goals of our program, and assisting at our various 
fundraising events, such as our Games Night, End-of-Year 
Dinner, and Ramadan Iftar. By the end of first year, I fully came to 
grasp the incredible significance and far-reaching impacts of the 
work OSP has been doing since its inception in 2003, and I was 
inspired not only to continue my membership with the club, but 
to take on a more challenging role, in which I could increase my 
contributions towards our goals of sustainably supporting our 
sponsored orphans and establishing meaningful connections 
between donors and the children they sponsor. 

Thus, my experience as the Donor Liaison this past year 
opened my eyes further to the extensive legacy of generous 
donors we have had and continue to have through OSP, which 
has ultimately allowed us to reach our $1 million milestone this 
year, ma shaa Allah and alhamdulillah. In addition, I had the 
wonderful opportunity of meeting Dr. Farhan Asrar, our program 
founder, who, 16 years ago, planted a seed that has grown into 
a massive tree, which we need to continue to nurture, support, 
and cultivate in order to continue helping orphans around the 
world overcome their unfortunate circumstances, and in shaa 
Allah, thrive and succeed beyond them.

— Bana Samman, VP Finance and Donor Relations,   	
     3rd Year Pathobiology Specialist at UofT

STUDENT ENGAGEMENT

By the end of first year, 
I fully came to grasp the 
incredible significance and 
far-reaching impacts of the 
work OSP has been doing 
since its inception in 2003, 
and I was inspired not only 
to continue my membership 
with the club, but to take 
on a more challenging role, 
in which I could increase 
my contributions towards 
our goals of sustainably 
supporting our sponsored 
orphans and establishing 
meaningful connections 
between donors and the 
children they sponsor. 
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HISTORY TIMELINE

2003 2006 2008/9 2013/142010 2015 201920182016/17

OSP is founded by 
Farhan Asrar

Bangladesh visit: 
https://bit.ly/2VYUKgZ

Pakistan visit:
https://bit.ly/2KfgwLw

Members from OSP went on these 
trips to personally visit the orphans 
we sponsor

$10,000 towards Syria 911, a 
winter relief initiative in Syria

$9,360 towards the Sustainable 
Wash Intervention Project in Kenya 
- for supporting improvement of 
living and learning environment for 
800 (direct and indirect) student 
in Garissa town, North- Eastern 
Kenya.

$2,000 towards Mudugh 
Orphanage a project by HCI, 
building an orphanage complex for 
300 orphans including a mosque, 
library, and gardens

$3500 towards Vocational 
and business training 
initiative in Ethiopia

$3500 towards Protection 
of Syrian and local orphans 
in Lebanon

Hit $1,000,000 milestone

$130,000 reached, 
100 orphans 
sponsored

Started ISNA high 
school OSP

OSP is awarded 
UTSU’s Social Justice 
Award

$5000 towards Tabantaabo 
Orphan Girl’s school
$5000 towards Syrian refugee 
projects
$3000 towards for the HOPE 
complex - an orphan house in 
Kashmir (picture from 2019, 
they finished constructing a new 
building)

— Syria 911

— Tabantaaboo (Left)
— HOPE Complex (Above)

5 6



OUR IMPACT IN NUMBERS

Alhamdulilah we have raised

since we were founded in 2003

was raised in 2018

Because of your generosity
OSP now supports

& over 230 to date

$1,006,425.80

$68,246.65

174 orphans

67% FEMALES

33% MALES

FUNDRAISING EVENTS 
COVERED BY MSA

DONORS

EVERY DOLLAR (100%)
GOES TO ORPHANS
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WHERE OUR ORPHANS LIVE
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stories of our orphans

LOMA SALAH 
MAHMOOD
Iraq

KAFOUNE KONATE
Mali

All too young to experience the death of a loved one, 
Loma was orphaned at the age of 6 when she lost her father 
to chronic kidney failure in 2012. Ever since then, she has been 
on her own, living with her mother and her older sister in a 
small, damp, rented house in Iraq. However, despite her painful 
past and current subpar living conditions, Loma remains silently 
steadfast in her efforts to make something of herself and build a 
future for her and her family. Though her beginnings are humble 
and her motivation stems from a place of immense pain and 
loss, Loma’s sky-high aspirations for herself are truly admirable. 
With her academic progress being described as nothing short 
of excellent and her remarkable capacity for learning, Loma 
dreams of becoming a doctor, specifically a nephrologist, with 
the intention of treating patients suffering from the same renal 
condition as her father. She strives to help people with chronic 
kidney failure, like her father, who have difficulty accessing 
adequate healthcare and timely medical attention. As such, it 
is hard not to feel a strong connection with Loma when hearing 
about her emotional story of love, loss and altruism. As well, 
with strong female role models in her life, like her mother and 
older sister, both of whom she loves very dearly, Loma has the 
potential to become an extraordinary, noble young woman 
with the ability to make a true difference in her community 
and beyond. It is integral that we stand by our young girls 
who are full of potential, like Loma, and provide them with the 
necessary means to achieve their hopes and dreams. Without 
sponsorship, it would be nearly impossible for Loma to dream 
this big after the hardships she faced during her childhood. 
Cases like Loma’s are definitely unique, however, they are rarely 
ever singular in nature. Every day, countless orphans are forced 
to hide away their true potential due to circumstances beyond 
their control. Helping children like Loma in countries like Iraq, 
and all around the world means investing in the possibility of a 
better and brighter future for everyone.

Kafoune is 9 years of age and lives with her mother and twin 
sister in Mali. In 2010, soon after her birth, her father passed away, 
leaving behind her widowed mother and two newborn baby 
girls, Kafoune and her sister. With her mother’s menial income 
as a local craftswoman, Kafoune’s family had barely enough 
money to survive long-term or even in the near future. With two 
little girls at home and no husband to provide her with support, 
Kafoune’s mother, Nana, faced a struggle that no mother should 
have to face in her lifetime - that of her own survival as well and 
her children’s. After receiving her current sponsorship through 
the OSP, Kafoune has been able to attend primary school to 
attain a basic education, which, in and of itself, is quite the 
accomplishment considering the circumstances into which she 
was born. Kafoune is very fond of her twin sister and the pair 
enjoy playing with dolls together in their free time. Although 
Kafoune has a sponsor and the money she is provided with is 
immensely beneficial to her family’s livelihood, her twin sister 
remains unsponsored and struggles to receive the same benefits 
as her. As any sister would, even at the young age of 9, Kafoune 
hopes that one day her sister can get the same opportunities 
as her and that they can both grow up to be successful young 
women in their community.

HADAYAT ULLAH 
ROZAUDDIN
Afghanistan

Hadayat is a young, 16-year-old boy from Afghanistan who 
has big dreams and extraordinary potential. He lives with his 
mother in a modest two-room mud house and walks one kilometre 
to school every day. Though the walk is long and tiresome, it is 
all worth it in the end because Hadayat values his education 
immensely and aspires to become an engineer someday. When 
he is not playing football with his best friend, Abdul Manaf, or 
eating his favourite chaply kababs, he is often reading the Quran 
and learning about how to implement the teachings of Islam in 
his daily life. With his strong faith and motivation to continue his 
education, Hadayat brings hope to his community and family. 
Since he was a child, his sponsorship money has gone towards 
keeping his love for education alive and allowing his mother to 
provide him with the basic resources he needs to grow into an 
intelligent and capable young man. Inside him resides the heart 
of a scholar and future engineer, one that is ready to give back 
to his community while following the teachings of the Quran and 
The Prophet (SAW). Given the right opportunities, Hadayat has 
the potential to blossom into a leader for his community, going 
on to ensure that other children like him have access to the same 
kind of education and resources.
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THANK YOU

We cannot do this important work without you

By sharing the vision of orphans 
in families and engaging the local 
community, you can make a major 
impact on children’s lives.

Through this fund, you have helped:

1
2

3
4

5

Enhance quality of life for orphans

Increase their chances of employment

Provide quality education

Provide school supplies

Transform their lives

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said, 

“I will be like this in Jannah with the person who 
takes care of an orphan”

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) held 
his forefinger and middle finger together. (Bukhari)

13 14



Suite 505, 21 Sussex Avenue, Toronto, Canada

  Osp.uoftmsa.com       osp@uoftmsa.com       facebook.com/ospuoft@


